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                           Fact Sheet 
 

Assessments for Hearing & Functioning of the Ear 
By Jill Grattan & MaryAnn Demchak 

Nevada Dual Sensory Impairment Project 
 

Hearing assessments attempt to determine the degree of hearing loss (mild, moderate, profound), type 
of hearing loss (see below), and configuration of hearing loss (e.g., bilateral or loss in both ears, 
unilateral or loss in one ear, etc.). Other tests determine how parts of the ear are functioning and are 
not actual tests of hearing. 
 

Definitions 
 

Physiological Testing: Objective tests or measures that rely on recorded 
responses from the body; the individual being tested does not have to 
respond as is required for behavioral testing 
 

Behavioral Testing: Tests that require a response from the individual (e.g., 
raising one’s hand in response to a tone, repeating a word presented 
through earphones) 
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For more information: 
 

Colorado Department of Education   
Phone Number:  303-866-6694 – Ask to speak with a Deaf-Blind Specialist on staff with ESSU                                       
Fax:  303-866-6918 
Exceptional Student Services Unit  Web Page Address:   
1560 Broadway, Suite 1100  http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/SD-DB.asp  
Denver, CO 80202                                 
Fact Sheets from the Colorado Services to Children and Youth with Combined Vision and Hearing Loss Project are to 
be used by both families and professionals serving individuals with vision and hearing loss.  The information applies 
to children, birth through 21 years of age.  The purpose of the Fact Sheet is to give general information on a specific 
topic.  The contents of this Fact Sheet were developed under a grant from the United States Department of 
Education (US DOE), #H326C080044. However, these contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US DOE 
and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. More specific information for an individual 
student can be provided through personalized technical assistance available from the project.  Reviewed:  2/17 
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