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Dear FSCP Friends, 

Happy Family and School Partnership in Education Month. I 
really miss the days of celebrating in person, but I the mean-
time, we’ll honor the month virtually. 

Throughout October, CDE will highlight Promising Partnership 
Practices and new resources on social media and in The 
Scoop. 

Foothills Elementary School, in Jeffco Public Schools, kicked 
off the month with Family-School Partnership Day. Students, 
staff, and families celebrated four consecutive years of Prom-
ising Partnership Practice recognition. Families left with Foot-
hills yard signs to display their partnership pride. 

How are you celebrating Family and School Partnership in Ed-
ucation Month? Will your local board highlight the importance 
of family engagement liaisons? Maybe you can practice FSCP 
framing strategies. Let me know how you’re recognizing part-
nerships in October. I’d love to hear all about it! 

In Partnership,  

Darcy 

Several FSCP events are on the horizon.  Please share the 
dates far and wide and mark them on your calendars.  

October, all month long, Family and School Partnership 
in Education Month. Watch social media throughout the 
month for highlights and new resources. 
 
October 12, 5:30-6:30pm, SAC/DAC Networking Series. 
Topic will be about DAC and Local School Board Relation-
ships. Open to anyone currently or interested in being 
on an accountability committee. Register here. 
 
October 15, 10-noon, Coffee Chat for district staff. The 
D11 team will host this coffee chat. Join the zoom 
meeting here. 
 
January 13-14, Annual FSCP District Leaders Retreat. 
More information forthcoming, but save the date! 

 
FSCP Coffee Chats for 2020-21 school year, 10-noon, 
Third Friday of each month. Mark your calendars now! 
 

For a more comprehensive list of announcements from 
CDE, you may subscribe to The Scoop, a newsletter pub-
lished every Wednesday. 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/promising
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/promising
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bee6c43ae6102530cf98cadf9&id=ab7e1e5d57
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bee6c43ae6102530cf98cadf9&id=ab7e1e5d57
https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/publication/beyond-caring-mapping-the-gaps-between-expert-public-practitioner-and-policymaker-understandings-of-family-school-and-community-engagement-2/
https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/publication/beyond-caring-mapping-the-gaps-between-expert-public-practitioner-and-policymaker-understandings-of-family-school-and-community-engagement-2/
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/sacdacnetworking
https://udenver.zoom.us/j/81666444996?pwd=R0I4Z0pVT09TcnNINk9yZWVOUW1WUT09
http://www.cde.state.co.us/communications


D6 (Greeley) Paints provided parents with a space to speak 

about mental health, specifically about the importance of  

taking time for themselves within the context of COVID-19 in 

which work, chores, and childcare have taken front and cen-

ter.  
 

D6 Paints was an art class for families which included two 

time slots to best fit parent’s schedules—10AM on Wednes-

days and 5PM on Thursdays. The art class started at the be-

ginning of the spring semester and lasted for six weeks. Some 

parents painted a canvas of themselves (self-portraits) and 

others drew something they identified with or felt represent-

ed themselves.  
 

After the six-week course, parents provided feedback to in-

clude another course for the whole family. Therefore, D6 

partnered with the Motheread program and added a second 

class focused on children’s books. Families read a different 

book each week and then created art with their children re-

lated to the book. Parents reported that creating art about 

the books with their children helped them feel more involved 

with their children’s reading. 

 

Click here to read more Promising Partnership Practices. 

Communication can make or break partnerships. Most of us 
already know that positive phone calls home and regular, 
personalized communication are high-impact strategies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But what is the best way for staff to communicate with fam-
ilies about academics? The Flamboyan Foundation has a 
checklist of communication Do’s and Don’ts. Flamboyan 
recommends that communication be: 
 
• Manageable for teachers and families. 
• Regular. 
• Explicitly explained to families. 
• Positive. 
• Transparent and placed in context. 
• Clear. 
• Actionable. 
• Comprehended. 

The Accountability Committee Networking Series met on 

September 14 to discuss stakeholder engagement in the 

Unified Improvement Planning process. Superintendent El-

sie Goines highlighted how she uses formal (e.g., DAC 

meetings) and informal (e.g., dinner nights) structures to 

gather feedback. Superintendent Goines shared many tips, 

including how to leverage your “well-connected” DAC mem-

bers and the importance of building community relation-

ships.  

Erin Loften, a representative from CDE’s School Improve-

ment and Planning Office, shared an overview of planning 

expectations and the importance of listening to every voice.  

The next networking meeting, October 12th from 5:30-

6:30pm,will focus on SAC, DAC, and local school board rela-

tions. Dr. Dan Jorgensen, former Adams-Arapahoe board 

member, current charter school board member, and Ac-

countability Support Manager at CDE, will facilitate the 

meeting.  The discussion will include how district and school 

committees can work together and how local boards can 

leverage the DAC for stakeholder feedback.  

Go here to review materials from past sessions and view 
upcoming topics.  

For questions, contact Darcy Hutchins, Director of Family, School, Community  Partnerships, 
hutchins_d@cde.state.co.us, 303-562-8175 

THANK YOU FOR SPENDING TIME WITH US THIS MONTH. 

WATCH FOR THE NEXT EDITION IN NOVEMBER. 
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CONTINUUM OF IMPACT

http://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/promising
https://s28742.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Dos-and-Donts-Communication-with-Families-Around-Academics1-1.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/sacdacnetworking

