To support families and teachers in realizing the goals of the
Colorado Academic Standards, this guide provides an overview of the
learning expectations for high school geography and offers some
possible learning experiences students may engage in during this
time.

Created by Coloradans for Colorado students, the Colorado
Academic Standards provide a grade-by-grade road map to help
ensure students are ultimately successful in college, careers, and life.
The standards aim to improve what students learn and how they
learn in ten content areas, emphasizing critical-thinking, creativity,
problem solving, collaboration, and communication as important life
skills in the 21st century.

Building on the social studies skills developed throughout the
elementary and middle school grades, students in high school study
world history (Renaissance to the present), world geography, United
States history (Reconstruction to the present), economics (including
personal financial literacy), and United States government.
Throughout high school, students investigate historical events,
examine geographic features and resources, consider economic
decision-making processes, and analyze the rights, roles, and
responsibilities of citizens.

 Contact your school district regarding local decisions related to standards, curriculum, resources, and instruction.
 Colorado Academic Standards Booklets: http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/GradeLevelBooks.asp
 Stephanie Hartman, Social Studies Content Specialist at 720-498-2084, Hartman_s@cde.state.co.us



Researching and interpreting multiple viewpoints on
problems and policies regarding the use of Earth’s
resources including the development of possible
solutions to cultural and environmental issues
(sustainability, natural hazards and disasters,
prosperity and poverty, and resource use).



Predicting how human activities will help shape Earth’s
surface.



Examining ways that people cooperate and compete
for use of Earth’s resources.



Asking and answering geographic questions, proposing
solutions, and analyzing information about the uneven
distribution of resources in the world.



Explaining how control of resources can lead to
conflict, competition and cooperation.



Researching cultural diffusion, population issues, and
environmental issues and discussing the relationship
between humans and the physical environment.



Analyzing patterns of movement, population
distribution, and the causes and effects of migration.

Demonstrate a spatial understanding of the world (the
patterns and organization of people, places, and
environments).
Evaluate primary and secondary sources through a
geographer’s point of view to critically analyze and
interpret maps and data.
Explain and interpret geographic characteristics
(mountains, oceans, countries, states) that influence the
interaction of people, places and environments using
different types of maps and geographic tools.
Assess and evaluate the interconnected and
interdependent nature of the world, its people and places;
analyze human/environmental interactions and explain the
impact on global interdependence.



Using maps, graphs, tables and charts to gather data
and analyze information about the physical and human
features of the world.

