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Social Studies

Instructional Unit Title: Finding Our Voice
8t Grade

a4 N ( ) ) 4 N

The teacher may provide (" The teacher may provide primary an The teacher may provide primary
The teacher may engage - : secondary sources (e.g., letters from
primary sources (e.g., Articles of y -8 and secondary sources (e.g., the

studesr;:r‘ls dlgnisvgaer?%ggisrf tsg that Confederation, Virginia Bill of theT(:](::-l ii?jttfrsar?jgr?;]fr:’ffsosﬁ)nscg?r?];trom Constitution, notes from The.
investigate the social, political Rights, e)_(cerpts lfror'r_‘n students can analyze the issues (states’ Federal Conve_nhon, the V|rg1n|a
eosraphic. and ecE)nomTc ! Pen_n§y|van|a Constitution, . Yy i Plan, i;onnec’ﬂcut Compromise,
geograpnic, political cartoons) so that rights v. strong federal government; Federalist Papers) so that students

challenges facing the new individual rights v. the common good;

students can explain the early can examine the compromises

nation as Americans work to attempts at establishing a new representation) and debates made in the development and
establish a national identity. government. surrounding the writing of the ratification of the Constitution.
\_ J \_ ) \_ Constitution. . \_ J
Ghe_ teact}er may lead students Tn\q ( ) (" The teacher may provide primar\;\ (The teacher may provide primary and )
a discussion so that students can The teacher mav provide and secondary sources (e.g., secondary sources (e.g., the
analyze the further extension of YP political cartoons, speeches, the Constitution, the Enlightenment

individual rights provided under primary sources (e.g., the Federalist Papers) so that students philosophies, John Locke’s Two
T Constitution, Bill of Rights) so . ] . .
the Constitution and the that students can debate the can differentiate between the Treatises of Civil Government) so that
gi cfontmhl.jeddefforts of " importance of protecting ideologies of the political parties students can begin to understand the
isenfranchised groups in the

> ( nthe individual rights vs. ensurin that formed (Federalists, Anti- how the basic principles of
United States to gain/maintain the corrg\mon ood & Federalists) as a result of the democracy are reflected in the
: individual rights and freedoms good. interpretations of the principles in governmental structures established
e.g., Native Americans, women, the Constitution. by the Founding Fathers.
African-Americans). \\ / . / . S/
\ J
4 N
The teacher may provide primary and ) )
secondary sources (e.g., Monroe PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT: You are in a group of student ambassadors representing the

of the XYZ Affair) so that students can global convention is to promote appreciation among countries of the ongoing tensions and

Doctrine, Louisiana Purchase, account United States in the United Nations Youth Assembly at a global convention. The focus of this
identify the national & international . struggles gone through to establish and maintain a national identity. You will develop a

issues (political, economic, territorial presentation highlighting how the basic values and principles of American democracy evolved
and population growth) facing the within its first 50 years, further developing our national identity and establishing our voice.
new nation.
\ J/

This unit was authored by a team of Colorado educators. The unit is intended to support teachers, schools, and districts as they make their own local decisions around the best instructional plans and practices for all
students. To see the entire instructional unit sample with possible learning experiences, resources, differentiation, and assessments visit http.//www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/instructionalunitsamples.
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