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Performance Assessment Development Process
The work of the Colorado Content Collaboratives is intended to support effective instructional practice by providing high quality examples of assessment and how assessment information is used to promote student learning.

The new Colorado Academic Standards require students to apply content knowledge using extended conceptual thinking and 21st century skills. Performance assessments have the highest capacity to not only measure student mastery of the standards but also provide the most instructionally relevant information to educators. Further, performance assessments can integrate multiple standards within and across content areas, providing educators a comprehensive perspective of student knowledge and giving students the opportunity to demonstrate the degree to which they understand and transfer their knowledge.
Performance Assessment - An assessment based on observation and judgment. It has two parts: the task and the criteria for judging quality. Students complete a task (give a demonstration or create a product) and it is evaluated by judging the level of quality using a rubric. Examples of demonstrations include playing a musical instrument, carrying out the steps in a scientific experiment, speaking a foreign language, reading aloud with fluency, repairing an engine, or working productively in a group. Examples of products can include writing an essay, producing a work of art, writing a lab report, etc. (Pearson Training Institute, 2011)

The Content Collaboratives worked closely with the Center for Educational Testing and Evaluation from the University of Kansas to establish protocols for the development of performance assessments and to use those protocols to develop performance assessments that include scoring rubrics. The Performance Assessment Development Process includes a collection of resources to aid schools and districts that choose to engage in locally developing performance assessments.
The Performance Assessment Development Process is best utilized when intending to create an assessment for culminating assessment purposes such as a unit, end of course, end of semester, or end of year summative assessment. Additionally, a district, BOCES, or school may wish to create a common performance assessment that can be used across multiple classrooms. Engaging in the Performance Assessment Development Process serves as evidence that an educator is participating in valuable assessment work that aligns to the Colorado Academic Standards, district curriculum, and district goals.

The performance assessments developed by the Content Collaboratives serve as high-quality examples of performance assessments that can be used for a variety of purposes. Scores from these performance assessments are used at the discretion of the district or school.

Performance Assessment Development Template
	Who is developing this assessment?

	Name:

Colorado Content Collaborative in Reading, Writing and Communicating
	Position/Affiliation:
Colorado Content Collaborative in Reading, Writing and Communicating

	I. CONTENT STANDARDS

	Content Area:


	(1a.) Colorado Academic Standards

Specify the Colorado Academic Standard(s) that will be evaluated by the performance tasks.
Colorado Academic Standards Online
(hold CTRL and click to visit the website)
Colorado Career and Technical Education
(hold CTRL and click to visit the website)
	Standard 1 – Oral Expression and Listening
Standard 4 – Research & Reasoning


	Grade Level(s)


	Grade 9


	Indicate the intended Depth of Knowledge (DOK) for this assessment. 
	☐DOK 1    ☐DOK 2

☐DOK 3    ☑DOK 4



	What are some real-world situations that relate to the content standards above? Some examples are included in the Colorado standards under “Relevance and Application.”


	Oral Expression and Listening: 

Speakers use verbal and non-verbal communications every day in a wide array of contexts.

Research and Reasoning:

Researchers analyze a variety of information from a variety of valid sources and from multiple perspectives.


	Summary. Provide a brief summary describing the task in the boxes below.

	Performance Task Name

(about 2–5 words)

Argumentative Research Presentation

	Brief Description of the Task

Students are given 5 sources of varying validity and viewpoints. Students will use 3 of these sources to craft an oral presentation that supports a stance.   Example:  (summer school, or not; fracking:  good or bad; school uniforms, or not; or any other opposing arguments)

Students will deliver a two to four minute formal, argumentative speech to peers and teacher.

	II. Claims, Skills, Knowledge & Evidence

	Claims. What claim(s) do you wish to make about the student? In other words, what inferences do you wish to make about what a student knows or can do? Define any key concepts in these claims.
	Successful completion of this task would indicate…

RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1

Oral presentations require effective preparation strategies

RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.a
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.(CCSS: SL.9-10.6) 

RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.b
Use verbal and nonverbal techniques to communicate information 
RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.c
Define a position and select evidence to support that position 

RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.d
Develop a well-organized presentation to defend a position 

RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.e
Use effective audience and oral delivery skills to persuade an audience 

RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.f
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. (CCSS: SL.9-10.5) 
RWC10-GR.9-S.4-GLE.1

Informational materials, including electronic sources, need to be collected, evaluated, and analyzed for accuracy, relevance, and effectiveness for answering research questions

RWC10-GR.9-S.4-GLE.1-EO.a
Integrate information from different sources to research and complete a project 

RWC10-GR.9-S.4-GLE.1-EO.b
Integrate information from different sources to form conclusions about an author’s assumptions, biases, credibility, cultural and social perspectives, or world views 

RWC10-GR.9-S.4-GLE.1-EO.c
Judge the usefulness of information based on relevance to purpose, source, objectivity, copyright date, cultural and world perspective (such as editorials), and support the decision 
RWC10-GR.9-S.4-GLE.1-EO.d
Examine materials to determine appropriate primary and secondary sources to use for investigating a question, topic, or issue (e.g., library databases, print and electronic encyclopedia and other reference materials, pamphlets, book excerpts, online and print newspaper and magazine articles, letters to an editor, digital forums, oral records, research summaries, scientific and trade journals) 

Key Concepts:

· Quality research—unbiased, accurate, valid, and timely evidence

· Effecting researching strategies/techniques—employs a variety of steps including but not limited created a question, narrowing a question, researching opposing viewpoints, skimming resources to select “right” ones, researching appropriate tools,

· Valid claim with appropriate support—appropriate balance of ethos, logos, and pathos for audience and purpose

	Skills. Refer to the standard(s), grade level, and DOK levels you listed in Section I. Given this information, what skills should be assessed? All skills should align with the above claims.
	RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1

Oral presentations require effective preparation strategies

RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.a
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.(CCSS: SL.9-10.6) 

RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.b
Use verbal and nonverbal techniques to communicate information 
RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.c
Define a position and select evidence to support that position 

RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.d
Develop a well-organized presentation to defend a position 

RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.e
Use effective audience and oral delivery skills to persuade an audience 

RWC10-GR.9-S.1-GLE.1-EO.f
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. (CCSS: SL.9-10.5) 
RWC10-GR.9-S.4-GLE.1

Informational materials, including electronic sources, need to be collected, evaluated, and analyzed for accuracy, relevance, and effectiveness for answering research questions

RWC10-GR.9-S.4-GLE.1-EO.a
Integrate information from different sources to research and complete a project 

RWC10-GR.9-S.4-GLE.1-EO.b
Integrate information from different sources to form conclusions about an author’s assumptions, biases, credibility, cultural and social perspectives, or world views 

RWC10-GR.9-S.4-GLE.1-EO.c
Judge the usefulness of information based on relevance to purpose, source, objectivity, copyright date, cultural and world perspective (such as editorials), and support the decision 
RWC10-GR.9-S.4-GLE.1-EO.d
Examine materials to determine appropriate primary and secondary sources to use for investigating a question, topic, or issue (e.g., library databases, print and electronic encyclopedia and other reference materials, pamphlets, book excerpts, online and print newspaper and magazine articles, letters to an editor, digital forums, oral records, research summaries, scientific and trade journals) 



	Knowledge. Refer to the standard(s), grade level, and DOK level you listed in Section I. Given this information, what knowledge/concepts should be assessed? All knowledge should align with the above claims.
	Student should know/understand…

· Difference between a formal presentation and informal presentation

· Forms of rhetoric

· Forms of multimedia

· Organizational methods for research

· Varying degrees of validity of resources

· Bias


	Evidence. What can the student do/produce to show evidence of the above knowledge and skills? 

	Student will show evidence of skills and knowledge by…
· Research (including digital sources), analyze, and deliver a speech to the intended audience with appropriate fluency, tone and volume.

· Utilize note-taking strategies to organize information and make connections within and across informational texts.

· Reference primary source material and other relevant documents to support their claim 

· Present information including understanding audience, purpose, nonverbal communication and appropriate multimedia components.

· Argument is clear, concise and well-supported incorporating precise language (academic and domain-specific vocabulary) and grade level grammar and conventions. 


	III.A. PERFORMANCE TASKS:

Instructions to the Student

	Think about the assessment process from a student’s perspective. What instructions does the student need? Make sure the instructions are fair and unbiased. Instructions should be detailed, clear, and written at the appropriate grade level. For more detailed guidelines on writing instructions, please refer to the “Performance Task Review” sheet.

	Give the student an overview of the assessment (i.e., purpose of the assessment, tasks the student will need to complete, etc.).
Researched Argument Essay Directions:

You will be given 5 articles about a topic that have varying validity and viewpoints.  You will from those articles, judge the usefulness of the information, based on relevance to purpose, source, objectivity, and credibility.  Taking notes will allow you to organize your information, which will then be used to deliver a two to four minute presentation to your class and teacher, which supports your argument. 
Needs: 

· Have at least three credible sources
· Research a minimum of five interdependent sources and take detailed notes.  

· Notes can be handwritten, GoogleDocs, OneNote, Word, etc.  Be sure you have all source information

· Contain Signal Phrases for all quoted material

· Example of a signal phrase: According to Jill Smith in her article titled “Mythology Rocks” she states, “. . . “

· Contain a solidly worded claim/thesis

· This type of thesis contains at least three specific elements that you will prove in your argument.  Example: Though there are many Greek heroes, Achilles is the greatest because he is nearly immortal, he has a goddess for a mother, and he is a legend in his own time.

· Use academic and domain-specific language

· NO first or second person personal pronouns (I, you, me, my, your, our, we, us)

· Avoid contractions (it’s, there’s, they’re, etc.), and no slang

· Establish and maintain a formal style and objective.

Needs: 

· You will follow conventions of formal public speaking practices.  You will: 

· Have an introduction that makes clear the topic 

· Have a conclusion that re-emphasizes the main idea of the presentation 

· Have effective transitions between the introduction and conclusion, between the main points in the body of the presentation, and between the body and the conclusion

· Adhere to the time limit

· Have a smooth and flowing delivery that suggests practice

· Use vocal variety to suggest interest in the subject matter

· Have consistent eye contact with the audience

· Nonverbal communication enhances your message

· Dress appropriately for the presentation

· Use correct grammar

· Explain sufficiently any technical terms used in the presentation

· Use a limited number of fillers such as “you know” “uh,” and “like”


	Stimulus Material. Describe what stimulus material the student will receive. For example, the stimulus might be a story or scenario that the student reads, analyzes, and to which the student provides a response.
· Five articles of varying validity and viewpoints,

· Students will use 3 to craft an oral presentation that supports a stance.   Example:  (summer school, or not; fracking:  good or bad; school uniforms, or not; or any other opposing arguments)


	Explain to the student what documents/materials they have for the assessment. Explain what the student should do with those documents/materials.

· Direction sheet for speech (with all above directions)

· Rubrics for research and speech

· Access to note-taking organizers



	Describe in detail any safety equipment that is required. Is safety equipment provided onsite, or are students expected to bring their own safety equipment?

Not applicable


	Explain what students need to do when they complete each task (e.g., submit work to the evaluator, move on to the next task, etc.).

Research Process 

· Student turn in notes for researched argumentative presentation.

Speech

· Students deliver speeches.  Teacher scores speeches.



	Provide any other relevant information for the students’ instructions.

These tasks are self-directed and as a learner, you need to have textual evidence to support your argument (from notes) and demonstrate understanding of conventional speech delivery.


	III.B. PERFORMANCE TASKS:

Instructions to the Evaluator

	Think about the assessment process from an evaluator’s perspective. What instructions do the evaluators need? Instructions to the evaluator should be clear and concise.

	Before the Testing Period
How should the evaluator prepare the test site? Be as specific as possible. 
Gather and review the 5 articles that will be made available to students for research.
What materials should be provided to students? Be as specific as possible.
· Direction sheets

· Rubrics 

· 5 articles 
What materials should the student bring to the testing site? Be as specific as possible.
· Students need to have organizational tools (notecards, word documents, paper, etc.)

· Student can bring an iPad or Tablet device, laptop, or other web accessible device if they have it.

What materials should not be available to the student during the testing session (e.g., cell phones, calculators, etc.)?
N/A


	Should the evaluator keep track of time? If so, specify how much time the student will have to complete the assessment. Explain how the evaluator should keep track of and record time.
· Students will have 2 – 3 class periods to review and take notes on given articles and craft speech.

· Students will have 2-4 minutes to present argument.



	Will the evaluator need to video/audio record the testing session? If so, provide detailed instructions on how to set up the recording equipment.

Evaluator will score on-site, but could also video presentations for evidence.


	During the Testing Period
How should the evaluator respond to students’ questions?
Teachers may respond to questions about task and content, but may not lead students toward subjective responses.
What should the evaluator do while the student is completing the tasks (e.g., should the evaluator make notes about the student’s process, mark scores on rubrics, etc.)?
See above


	Upon Completion of the Assessment
What does the evaluator need to collect from the student? 

Research
· Notes taken on articles or ancillary products.

· Students are completely responsible for organization of researched materials, and speech preparation
What information should the evaluator give the student at the end of the testing session?
Work products will be evaluated and scored using a rubric.
Who is responsible for cleaning/resetting the workstation (if necessary)—the student or the evaluator? How should the workstation be cleaned?
Not applicable


	Other relevant information for the evaluator’s instructions:

None


	III.C. PERFORMANCE TASKS:

Other Considerations

	How will students’ responses be recorded? Describe how evidence will be collected about each student’s performance (e.g., student submits a work product, evaluator records information about the student’s process, etc.) 

The evaluator will record information about research process and presentation evaluation on the rubric.



	What needs to be built for this assessment? Refer to the materials list above. Think about what materials must be created for this assessment. Some examples include: worksheets, instruction sheets for the evaluators, videos, websites, etc. 

· Instruction sheets

· Rubric

· Five Teacher selected articles



	III.D. PERFORMANCE TASKS:

Accommodations

	What are the requirements for this set of tasks? What accommodations might be needed? List all accommodations that might apply (e.g., accommodations for language, timing, setting, etc.).
· Teacher-differentiation of article validity

· One-on-one presentation

· Assistive communication devices

· Extra time



	IV. EVALUATOR INFORMATION

	What are the requirements to be an evaluator for this assessment? Please provide your recommendations below.

ELA content-area teacher

OR

Evaluator with knowledge of Reading, Writing & Communicating Colorado Academic Standards
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