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Sample Performance Assessment
Performance
Content Area: Dance
Grade Level:  8
Colorado Academic Standard(s): Movement, Technique & Performance   
Curriculum Unit Overview Sample: Move with the Masters
Concepts and skills students’ master:  Perform prescribed choreographic work with technical proficiency
Performance Assessment Description – Performance
For this performance assessment students will learn the historical, cultural, and social context of a prescribed piece of choreography from the instructor.  Students will experience how the movement sequences are separated into sections and taught to the class, then how each section is pieced together to create the entire dance work.  The instructor will record the students while practicing the prescribed choreography so students may apply corrections and refine the movement of this dance work.  Once corrections are made and the dance has been rehearsed, the students will perform the prescribed choreography for the class. This dance will be recorded twice and the instructor will give verbal or written notes for evaluation and reflection. 


Rubric:  Performance   
	
	Above Mastery
	Mastery of Grade Level Standards
	Approaching Mastery
	Novice
	

	Scoring Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Weight

	Confidence of Performance

(Memorization and refinement of movement) 
	Each dancer demonstrates exceptional confidence and has rigorously prepared for the performance 
	Each dancer demonstrates moderate confidence and is relatively prepared for the performance
	Each dancer demonstrates little confidence and is poorly prepared for the performance
	Each dancer attempts to demonstrate confidence and is not prepared for the performance
	X .30

	
Technical Proficiency
	Each dancer demonstrates  excellent technical skills, which are relevant to the prescribed choreography
	Each dancer demonstrates  adequate technical skills, which are somewhat relevant to the prescribed choreography
	Each dancer demonstrates  poor technical skills, which do not emulate the prescribed choreography
	Each dancer does not attempt to demonstrate any technical skill, which matches the prescribed choreography
	X .40

	Kinesthetic Awareness

(Spacing, center, relationship to other dancers)
	Each dancer is exceptionally aware of themselves, the other dancers, and how to utilize the performance space
	Each dancer is moderately aware of themselves, the other dancers, and how to utilize the performance space
	Each dancer is somewhat aware of themselves, the other dancers, and how to utilize the performance space
	There is no awareness of self or the other dancers. There is on attempt to utilize the performance space
	X .15

	
Artistic Expression

(Phrasing, style and musicality)
	Each dancer is highly expressive in their interpretation of the performance
	Each dancer is moderately expressive in their interpretation of the performance
	Each dancer is somewhat expressive in their interpretation of the performance
	There is no expression in the interpretation of the performance
	X .15

	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	100%


Performance Assessment Development Template
	Who is developing this performance assessment?

	Name:

Colorado Content Collaborative

in Dance
	Position/Affiliation:
Colorado Content Collaborative

in Dance


	I. CONTENT STANDARDS

	Content Area: Dance


	Colorado Academic Standards

Specify the Colorado Academic Standard(s) that will be evaluated by the performance tasks.
Colorado Academic Standards Online
(hold CTRL and click to visit the website)

	DA09-GR.8-S.1-GLE.1-EO.a

Demonstrate adaption of movement to

various dance styles 

DA09-GR.8-S.1-GLE.1-EO.b
Perform prescribed choreographic

work from at least two different styles

of dance 
DA09-GR.8-S.1-GLE.1-EO.c

Demonstrate increased technical rigor

in more than one style of dance



	Grade Level(s)


	8

	Indicate the intended Depth of Knowledge (DOK) for this performance assessment. 
	☑DOK 1    ☑DOK 2

☑DOK 3     ☐DOK 4



	What are some real-world situations that relate to the content standards above? Some examples are included in the Colorado standards under “Relevance and Application.”


	DA09-GR.8-S.1-GLE.1-RA.3
Following a prescribed choreographic work gives dancers a foundation for understanding basic dance sequence and dance structure.

	Summary. Provide a brief summary describing the task in the boxes below.

	Performance Task Name

Prescribed Choreography (Moving With The Masters curriculum overview sample may be used in conjunction with this assessment)

	Brief Description of the Task

· Students will learn and perform prescribed dance work

· Students will apply concepts of dance as a language

· Students will use appropriate dance vocabulary from prescribed dance work

· Students will demonstrate technical rigor

· Students will demonstrate artist expression, style and musicality



	II. Claims, Skills, Knowledge & Evidence

	Claims. What claim(s) do you wish to make about the student? In other words, what inferences do you wish to make about what a student knows or can do? Define any key concepts in these claims.
	DA09-GR.8-S.1-GLE.1-EO.a

Demonstrate adaption of movement to various dance styles
DA09-GR.8-S.1-GLE.1-EO.b

Use proper anatomical terms related to dance movements to describe the body and body parts

DA09-GR.8-S.1-GLE.1-EO.c

Demonstrate increased technical rigor in more than one style of dance

DA09-GR.8-S.1-GLE.2-EO.c
Use proper anatomical vocabulary to describe muscle action 
Definition of Key Concepts:

Anatomy*: the science that studies the structure of the body.
Choreography: A creation or compilation of steps, patterns, and movements which make up a dance or a dance routine.

Choreographic Principles (see elements of dance, form, principles of design)

Elements of Dance: Dance moves in and through space; progresses through time, at various speeds or tempos; and requires the body to use energy in a wide range of movements from very light and minimal to very big and strong. See also: space, time, energy.

Form: 1. The shape, structure, or contour of a composition according to a preconceived plan. 2. The orderly arrangement of thematic material. 3. The clarity of a movement or theme: AB, canon, ABA, theme, variation, rondo, narrative. 

Principles of Design: Considerations that guide a choreographer in the creation of a dance: sequence, contrast, repetition and unity.

Culture: The shared ideas, beliefs, customs, traditions, ceremonies, and experiences of a given people at a given time and place.

Kinesthetic: The ability of the body's sensory organs in the muscles, tendons, and joints to respond to either external or internal stimuli.

Theme: 1. The content that informs a piece of choreography; may be taken from the movement itself: expanding and contracting, or from other sources: ideas, images, or emotions. 2. A form in dance. Unifying or dominant idea in a movement pattern, sequence, or dance from which variations may be developed. 

*The US National Library of Medicine, National Institutes of Health



	Skills. Refer to the standard(s), grade level, and DOK levels you listed in Section I. Given this information, what skills should be assessed? All skills should align with the above claims.
	Student should be able to…

· Perform prescribed choreographic work with technical proficiency

· Demonstrate technical rigor

· Demonstrate adaptation of movement in any/all of the following ways:
· space, time, energy
· stimuli
· style/genre 


	Knowledge. Refer to the standard(s), grade level, and DOK level you listed in Section I. Given this information, what knowledge/concepts should be assessed? All knowledge should align with the above claims.
	Student should know/understand…

· Differences between various dance styles

· Appropriate anatomical vocabulary to describe muscle action in dance

· Understand process and form/structure

· How to identify intent/meaning in a dance work

· Universal themes in dance

· Appropriate dance vocabulary pertaining to a dance work

· How to communicate with expressive movement 


	Evidence. What can the student do/produce to show evidence of the above knowledge and skills? 

	Student will show evidence of skills and knowledge by…
· Memorizes and replicates prescribed choreographic work

· Performs prescribed dance movements accurately and consistently, with kinesthetic awareness, artistic expression, and in the style of the genre or choreographer(s). 

· Uses appropriate anatomical and dance vocabulary


	III.A. PERFORMANCE TASKS:

Instructions to the Student

	Think about the performance assessment process from a student’s perspective. What instructions does the student need? Make sure the instructions are fair and unbiased. Instructions should be detailed, clear, and written at the appropriate grade level.

	Give the student an overview of the performance assessment (i.e., purpose of the assessment, tasks the student will need to complete, etc.).
Guidelines for Prescribed Choreography

· Learn about the historical, cultural, and social context of the prescribed choreography.  A guided notes page will be provided.
· Learn the prescribed choreography from the instructor.
· Material is broken down
· Class is video recorded while practicing the material
· Class and instructor view the practice recording and make appropriate corrections
· Class applies corrections while practicing the material
· Class performs prescribed choreography dance work while being video recorded.
· Teacher utilizes video recording of prescribed choreography to complete individual student evaluation. (See Performance Rubric)


	Stimulus Material. Describe what stimulus material the student will receive. For example, the stimulus might be a story or scenario that the student reads, analyzes, and to which the student provides a response.
· Students will need either a verbal or musical cue from the evaluator.



	Explain to the student what documents/materials they have for the performance assessment. Explain what the student should do with those documents/materials.

Prescribed Choreography – Prescribed repertory, guided choreography notes and floor diagrams


	Describe in detail any safety equipment that is required. Is safety equipment provided onsite, or are students expected to bring their own safety equipment?

Students will participate in this assessment with the appropriate dance apparel – unique to the selected style(s) or per teacher discretion. 



	Explain what students need to do when they complete each task (e.g., submit work to the educator, move on to the next task, etc.).

Prescribed Choreography- students will move on to complete Reflect, Connect and Respond Task (written)


	Provide any other relevant information for the students’ instructions.

N/A



	III.B. PERFORMANCE TASKS:

Instructions to the Educator

	Think about the performance assessment process from an educator’s perspective. What instructions do educators need? Instructions to the educator should be clear and concise.


	Before the Performance Assessment is Administered

How should the educator prepare the site where the performance assessment will be administered? Be as specific as possible.

· Remove dangerous items from the room.

· Cover the mirror or have students perform away from the mirror.
What materials should be provided to students? Be as specific as possible.

· Music and audio system
· Video equipment
What materials should the student bring to the performance assessment session? Be as specific as possible.

Students should wear appropriate dance clothing and dance shoes.
What materials should not be available to the student during the performance assessment session (e.g., cell phones, calculators, etc.)?

No electronics may be brought into the classroom, unless used to play music.


	Should the educator keep track of time? If so, specify how much time the student will have to complete the performance assessment. Explain how the educator should keep track of and record time.

· Each student group should get two opportunities to perform the prescribed choreography.

· The amount of time needed to record each group twice will be dependent on the length of the prescribed choreographic piece. 
· Depending on the length of the class, multiple classes may be needed to complete the video section of the evaluation.


	Will the educator need to video/audio record the students during the performance assessment session? If so, provide detailed instructions on how to set up the recording equipment.

Video recorder must be set up. Please follow the specific instruction manual for the video recording equipment that will be used. 



	During the Performance Assessment Session

How should the educator respond to students’ questions?
Running the piece prior to the assessment once as a class is acceptable. Answering specific questions about the piece should not be allowed at the time of performance. 
What should the educator do while the student is completing the tasks (e.g., should the educator make notes about the student’s process, mark scores on rubrics, etc.)?

The evaluator may use a voice recorder for comments; or take physical notes.


	Upon Completion of the Performance Assessment

What does the educator need to collect from the student? 

N/A
What information should the educator give the student at the end of the performance assessment session?
Let students know when the Reflect, Connect and Respond task will take place.
Who is responsible for cleaning/resetting the workstation (if necessary)—the student or the educator? How should the workstation be cleaned?

The students or the evaluator.



	Other relevant information for the educator’s instructions:

N/A



	III.C. PERFORMANCE TASKS:

Other Considerations

	How will students’ responses be recorded? Describe how evidence will be collected about each student’s performance (e.g., student submits a work product, educator records information about the student’s process, etc.) 

Each group will be videoed doing the prescribed choreography two times.


	What needs to be built for this performance assessment? Refer to the materials list above. Think about what materials must be created for this performance assessment. Some examples include: worksheets, instruction sheets for the educator, videos, websites, etc. 

· Prescribed repertory, guided choreography notes and floor diagrams

· Identify the specific music used with the prescribed choreography and obtain a copy.




	III.D. PERFORMANCE TASKS:

Accommodations

	What are the requirements for this set of tasks? What accommodations might be needed? List all accommodations that might apply (e.g., accommodations for language, timing, setting, etc.).
· Special needs students might be assigned to a peer assistant.

· Special needs students might use notes or be coached by the evaluator. 

· Special needs students might be allowed to do the dance numerous times.



	IV. EDUCATOR INFORMATION

	What are the requirements to be an educator for this performance assessment? What are the knowledge and skills and educator must possess in order to successfully administer and score this performance assessment. Please provide your recommendations below.

The evaluator should be the dance instructor for the class. 



	Performance Assessment Development Process
The work of the Colorado Content Collaboratives is intended to support effective instructional practice by providing high quality examples of assessment and how assessment information is used to promote student learning.

The new Colorado Academic Standards require students to apply content knowledge using extended conceptual thinking and 21st century skills. Performance assessments have the highest capacity to not only measure student mastery of the standards but also provide the most instructionally relevant information to educators. Further, performance assessments can integrate multiple standards within and across content areas, providing educators a comprehensive perspective of student knowledge and giving students the opportunity to demonstrate the degree to which they understand and transfer their knowledge.

Performance Assessment - An assessment based on observation and judgment. It has two parts: the task and the criteria for judging quality. Students complete a task (give a demonstration or create a product) and it is evaluated by judging the level of quality using a rubric. Examples of demonstrations include playing a musical instrument, carrying out the steps in a scientific experiment, speaking a foreign language, reading aloud with fluency, repairing an engine, or working productively in a group. Examples of products can include writing an essay, producing a work of art, writing a lab report, etc. (Pearson Training Institute, 2011)

The Content Collaboratives worked closely with the Center for Educational Testing and Evaluation from the University of Kansas to establish protocols for the development of performance assessments and to use those protocols to develop performance assessments that include scoring rubrics. The Performance Assessment Development Process includes a collection of resources to aid schools and districts that choose to engage in locally developing performance assessments. These resources can be accessed in the CDE Assessment Resource Bank at http://www.coloradoplc.org/node/12765. 
The Performance Assessment Development Process is best utilized when intending to create an assessment for culminating assessment purposes such as a unit, end of course, end of semester, or end of year summative assessment. Additionally, a district, BOCES, or school may wish to create a common performance assessment that can be used across multiple classrooms. Engaging in the Performance Assessment Development Process serves as evidence that an educator is participating in valuable assessment work that aligns to the Colorado Academic Standards, district curriculum, and district goals.

The performance assessments developed by the Content Collaboratives serve as high-quality examples of performance assessments that can be used for a variety of purposes. Scores from these performance assessments are used at the discretion of the district or school.
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