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Dance Exercise, Grade Level 12

Analyzing “Revelations”

National Standards Assessed

3.  Understanding dance as a way to create and communicate meaning

Students

a.  formulate and answer questions about how movement choices communicate abstract ideas in dance.

4.  Applying and demonstrating critical and creative thinking skills in dance

Students

a.  establish a set of aesthetic criteria and apply it in evaluating their own work and that of others.*

*In this task the aesthetic criteria are given to the students to evaluate the work of others.

Brief Descriptive Summary

Total time for assessment : 50 minutes

After viewing the first section of Revelations titled “I Been Buked” which was choreographed by Alvin Ailey, each student will analyze the dance in writing. They will examine how the movement communicates meaning through the use of space, time, and force elements. They will also describe how the music, lighting, and costumes communicate these ideas. 

Materials/ Equipment Required

•
VCR with monitor

•
Videotape of "Revelations"

•
Response forms for each student

•
Pen or pencil for each student

•
Test administrator's instructions/script

•
Teacher’s Scoring Sheets

•
Clock or timer

Purpose of Assessment

Students will be assessed on their ability to :

•
Describe how music, movement and costumes contribute to the choreographic idea;

•
Describe how the dancers use space, time and force elements to communicate meaning;

•
Discuss how movement choices communicate abstract ideas.

Background/ Context

Students should have familiarity with dance vocabulary and understand components of space, time, and force. Students should understand the relationship of music, costumes, and lighting to choreography.

Set-up/ Special Instructions for Facilitators

Prior to the assessment the facilitator will:

· Read all directions relating to administration of the assessment.

· Preview the video to become acquainted with any sections where pausing or reviewing will be required during administration of the assessment.


Background information begins at 25:00 and ends at 29:10


“I Been ‘Buked” begins at 29:10 and ends at 33:25

· Display  or discuss the criteria for assessing students' analysis of the first section of Ailey's "Revelations." 

· The VCR should be of high quality and should be placed in a position that 
will allow for maximum viewing  by all students. 

Script/ Administration Instructions 

SCRIPT:  You are going to see a section from Revelations, entitled " I Been ‘Buked." You will then respond to questions about the choreography based on your knowledge of the elements of dance: space, time, and force.  First you will watch Alvin Ailey talking about his dance company and his early work.  Then you will see the first section and respond to four questions.  You will view the video twice more to answer additional questions.  Please use dance vocabulary as you answer the questions.  I will read each of the first four questions as you follow along.  Turn to the first page of the test booklet.

[Read questions One A, B, and C aloud as students follow along in their booklet.]

1.  Identify one main idea expressed in the choreography in this first section of "Revelations." 


A.  Explain how the choreographer communicated that idea.


B.  Explain how the music helped to communicate the idea you identified.


C.  Explain how the costumes and lighting helped to communicate the idea 
you identified.

SCRIPT:  Now we will view the introduction and the performance of "I Been Buked." When it is over, you may begin writing your answers to questions one  A though C. You will have ten minutes to answer the questions. Do not try to answer any questions until the video is finished.

[View video (25:00 - 33:25); allow 10 minutes to respond to questions one A through C, announcing when there are two minutes left.  Rewind video to the beginning of “I Been ‘Buked” (29:15) as students answer question One.]

SCRIPT:  Now I will show the video again, and then you will answer question Two.  Please read along with me as I read question Two.
2. Describe how the dancers' use of space changes from the beginning, through the middle, to the end of the performance. In your answer include the components of direction, shape, level, pathways, and focus. 

[View video (29:15 - 33:25).]

SCRIPT:  You will have 6 minutes to answer the question.  

[Allow 6 minutes for response to question 2.  Rewind video as students answer question two.] 

SCRIPT:  Now we will preview questions three and four.

3.  Describe how the dancers' use of time changes from the beginning, through the middle, and to the end of the performance.  Include a discussion of the following components: tempo, accent, beat, and rhythmic pattern.

4. Describe the dancers changes in force during the performance.  Focus on both the large group and the individual dancers .
[View video (29:15 - 33:25).]

SCRIPT:  You have ten minutes to answer questions three and four.
[Allow ten minutes for response to questions three and four.  Collect student responses.]

Criteria for Scoring

The following rubrics provide the basis for scoring the student work.  The rubrics are also repeated in a score sheet format at the end of the exercise.

Communication: Expression of movement

	Level 4
	•
Identifies one main idea expressed in the section in the performance using appropriate vocabulary with accurate, detailed examples to support his/her answer.

•
Explains what the choreographer did to communicate that idea, providing specific examples.

•
Identifies movement choices that communicate abstract ideas and describes examples of these movements.

	Level 3
	•
Identifies one main idea expressed in the section in the performance, using appropriate vocabulary with some examples to support his/her answer.

•
Explains what the choreographer did to communicate that idea, providing some examples.

•
Identifies movement choices that communicate abstract ideas and describes some examples of these movements.

	Level 2
	•
Identifies one main idea expressed in the performance but doesn’t use appropriate vocabulary and doesn’t provide examples to support his/her idea.

•
Explains what the choreographer did to communicate the idea, but doesn’t provide examples.

•
Identifies some abstract ideas expressed through movement choices, but cannot cite specific examples.

	Level 1
	•
Does not identify one main idea expressed in the choreography.

•
Does not explain a connection between movement and the choreographic idea.  

•
Cannot identify abstract ideas expressed through movement.


Relationship of costume, music, and lighting to choreography

	Level 4
	•
Provides specific examples of how costume, music, and lighting relate to choreographic ideas--showing clear connections with choreographic idea and citing specific examples where these connections are evidenced

	Level 3
	•
Provides specific examples of how costume, music, and/or lighting relate to choreographic idea showing clear connections with choreographic idea, but does not cite specific examples of where these connections are evidenced.

	Level 2
	•
Provides an example of how costume, music, and lighting are used in the dance but cannot relate to the choreographic idea--attempt at  connection is unclear.

	Level 1
	•
Demonstrates little to no understanding  of how costume, music or lighting is used.


Relationship of components of space, time, and force to each other and choreography

	Level 4
	•
Thoroughly describes the relationship of components of space, time, force to choreography and the relationship they have to each other.

•
Identifies specific examples of these connections.

•
Identifies how the use of these components changes at specific times and how the may vary with a group or with the individual dancer.

•
Uses appropriate, accurate vocabulary.

	Level 3
	•
Thoroughly describes the relationship of components of space, time, and force, but does not discuss their relationship to choreography.

•
Identifies general examples of these connections.

•
Identifies how the use of components changes at specific times.

•
Uses appropriate, accurate vocabulary.

	Level 2
	•
Weak understanding of the relationship of components of space, time, and force to choreography.

•
Does not identify the relationship of the components to each other.

•
Identifies how components change without indicating specific examples about when this occurs.

•
Use of vocabulary is inconsistent and not accurate at all times.

	Level 1
	•
Understanding of the relationship of space, time, and force with choreography is unclear or irrelevant.

•
Doesn’t identify  evidence of the relationship of the components to each other.

•
Doesn’t identify how components change during the performance.

•
Use of vocabulary is inaccurate.


Student Response Form

Name __________________________
Teacher _____________________
1.  Identify one main idea expressed in the choreography in this first section of "Revelations." 


A.  Explain how the choreographer communicated that idea.


B.  Explain how the music helped to communicate the idea you identified.


C.  Explain how the costumes and lighting helped to communicate the idea 
you identified?

2. Describe how the dancers' use of space changes from the beginning, through the middle, to the end of the performance.  In your answer include the components of direction, shape, level, pathways, and focus. 

6.  Describe how the dancers' use of time changes from the beginning, through the middle, and to the end of the performance.  Include a discussion of the following components: tempo, accent, beat, and rhythmic pattern.

4.  Describe the dancers changes in force in the performance.  Focus on both the large group and the individual dancers .

	Large Group
	Individual

	
	


5.  Describe at least two specific movement choices that communicate abstract ideas in this section of "Revelations."
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