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Section 8. Vocabulary and 
Comprehension

Getting Started with Comprehension: 
Information Text Routine



Building Background: Why is this important?



Getting Started with Comprehension: Information Text Routine

The teacher will use the Getting Started with 
Comprehension: Information Text Routine to guide students 
through reading information texts and to guide students in 
providing a retell of the information text after the students 
have finished reading the text



8.1 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Information Text Routine, Components



Locate the Getting Started with Comprehension: Information 
Text Routine in the Appendix at the end of the workbook:

L=263
T=237

Explain

Model

Practice for Students 
Only

Check for 
Understanding

Correcting Student 
Errors



Detail

Detail

Detail

Detail

Detail

Detail

Main 
Idea

Materials:
L=214
T=191

Mini Student-Version of Poster:
• Smaller poster, or, Bookmark

Large version of poster to display:
• Wall poster or electronic version



L=214
T=191Before the lesson…

• Prepare (write out) the details and main idea on the poster.
• Two options:

Manually:

People live in 
houses and 
apartments.

Foxes live in holes in the 
ground to keep warm.

Bats live in 
caves.

Bees live in 
hives.

Birds live in 
nests.

Spiders live 
in webs.

Starfish, fish, crabs and 
shrimp live on coral reefs.

Some animals live in 
houses too.

Animals live in 
many different kind 
of homes.

Electronically:



Developing Narrative Language:
Main Idea

https://youtu.be/MXLek726ww4

190

Steps:
1.Identify the most important who or what.
2.Identify the most important information about the who or 

what.
3.Write or say this information in one short sentence.

Guide, p. X

https://youtu.be/MXLek726ww4


8.2 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Information Text Routine, Planning Process



Planning Process

1. Plan Before, During and After Reading Prompts
2. Plan for 100% Student Engagement

L=214
T=191



Planning Step #1:
Plan Before, During and After Reading Prompts L=286

T=251

Guide, p. X 



Planning example: Before Reading



Planning example: During Reading



Planning example: After Reading



Planning Step #2:
Plan for 100% student engagement during the 
reading

One detail I learned is…

Pink = Choral (Everyone) Blue = Partner Yellow = Partner

The author wrote this text to 
give us information. Let’s 
read it and identify the 

details and the main idea to 
help us understand the text.

Orange = Teacher Prompts

One detail I learned is…

L=206
T=183



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

KWL Chart



8.3 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Information Text Routine, Trainer Demonstration



L=263
T=237

Trainer Demonstration: 
Getting Started with Comprehension:
Information Text Routine



The title is…

This is an information 
text. We will identify 
details and the main 
idea to learn about 

animal homes.



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

Animals live in trees.
Animals live in holes.
Animals live in the forest.
Animals make their homes.
Animals live in cages.
Fish live in the water.
Bears live in dens.
Birds build nests.
Animals live in zoos.

What do you think 
you know about 
Animal Homes?

I think I 
know…

I think I 
know…

KWL Chart



One detail that 
I learned is…



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

Animals live in trees.
Animals live in holes.
Animals live in the forest.
Animals make their homes.
Animals live in cages.
Fish live in the water.
Bears live in dens.
Birds build nests.
Animals live in zoos.

KWL Chart

People live 
in houses 
and 
apartments.



One detail 
that I learned 

is…



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

Animals live in trees.
Animals live in holes.
Animals live in the forest.
Animals make their homes.
Animals live in cages.
Fish live in the water.
Bears live in dens.
Birds build nests.
Animals live in zoos.

People live 
in houses 
and 
apartments.

Foxes live in holes in 
the ground.

KWL Chart



One detail that 
I learned is…



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

Animals live in trees.
Animals live in holes.
Animals live in the forest.
Animals make their homes.
Animals live in cages.
Fish live in the water.
Bears live in dens.
Birds build nests.
Animals live in zoos.

KWL Chart

People live 
in houses 
and 
apartments.

Foxes live in holes in 
the ground to keep 
warm.

Bats live 
in caves.



One detail 
that I learned 

is…



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

Animals live in trees.
Animals live in holes.
Animals live in the forest.
Animals make their homes.
Animals live in cages.
Fish live in the water.
Bears live in dens.
Birds build nests.
Animals live in zoos.

KWL Chart

People live 
in houses 
and 
apartments.

Foxes live in holes in 
the ground to keep 
warm.

Bats live 
in caves.

Bees live 
in hives.



One detail that 
I learned is…



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

Animals live in trees.
Animals live in holes.
Animals live in the forest.
Animals make their homes.
Animals live in cages.
Fish live in the water.
Bears live in dens.
Birds build nests.
Animals live in zoos.

People live 
in houses 
and 
apartments.

Foxes live in holes in 
the ground to keep 
warm.

Bats live 
in caves.

Bees live 
in hives.

Birds live 
in nests.

KWL Chart



One detail 
that I learned 

is…



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

Animals live in trees.
Animals live in holes.
Animals live in the forest.
Animals make their homes.
Animals live in cages.
Fish live in the water.
Bears live in dens.
Birds build nests.
Animals live in zoos.

KWL Chart

People live 
in houses 
and 
apartments.

Foxes live in holes in 
the ground to keep 
warm.

Bats live 
in caves.

Bees live 
in hives.

Birds live 
in nests.

Spiders 
live in 
webs.



One detail that 
I learned is…



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

Animals live in trees.
Animals live in holes.
Animals live in the forest.
Animals make their homes.
Animals live in cages.
Fish live in the water.
Bears live in dens.
Birds build nests.
Animals live in zoos.

KWL Chart

People live 
in houses 
and 
apartments.

Foxes live in holes in 
the ground to keep 
warm.

Bats live 
in caves.

Bees live 
in hives.

Birds live 
in nests.

Spiders 
live in 
webs.

Starfish, fish, crabs 
and shrimp live on 
coral reefs.



One detail 
that I learned 

is…



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

Animals live in trees.
Animals live in holes.
Animals live in the forest.
Animals make their homes.
Animals live in cages.
Fish live in the water.
Bears live in dens.
Birds build nests.
Animals live in zoos.

KWL Chart

People live 
in houses 
and 
apartments.

Foxes live in holes in 
the ground to keep 
warm.

Bats live 
in caves.

Bees live 
in hives.

Birds live 
in nests.

Spiders 
live in 
webs.

Starfish, fish, crabs 
and shrimp live on 
coral reefs.

Some animals live 
in houses too.



One detail 
that I learned 

is…

I can tell about all of 
these details in just a 

few words. That’s 
called the main idea. 



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

Animals live in trees.
Animals live in holes.
Animals live in the forest.
Animals make their homes.
Animals live in cages.
Fish live in the water.
Bears live in dens.
Birds build nests.
Animals live in zoos.

Steps:
1. Identify the 

most important 
who or what.

2. Identify the 
most important 
information 
about the who 
or what.

3. Write or say this 
information in 
one short 
sentence.

KWL Chart

People live 
in houses 
and 
apartments.

Foxes live in holes in 
the ground to keep 
warm.

Bats live 
in caves.

Bees live 
in hives.

Birds live 
in nests.

Spiders 
live in 
webs.

Starfish, fish, crabs 
and shrimp live on 
coral reefs.

Some animals live 
in houses too.

Animals live in 
many different 
kind of homes.





8.4 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Information Text Routine, After Reading Activities



What do I think I 
know?

What am I learning? What did I learn?
What do I still want 
to know?

Animals live in trees.
Animals live in holes.
Animals live in the forest.
Animals make their homes.
Animals live in cages.
Fish live in the water.
Bears live in dens.
Birds build nests.
Animals live in zoos.

KWL Chart

People live 
in houses 
and 
apartments.

Foxes live in holes in 
the ground to keep 
warm.

Bats live 
in caves.

Bees live 
in hives.

Birds live 
in nests.

Spiders 
live in 
webs.

Starfish, fish, crabs 
and shrimp live on 
coral reefs.

Some animals live 
in houses too.

Animals live in 
many different 
kind of homes.

You will tell your 
partner what you 

learned about 
Animal Homes.



Partner Retell

• Provide each partner group one mini 
version of the Information Text
Elements poster.

• Direct which partner will retell first.

• Rotate (teacher) around the class listening 
and providing feedback.

• Direct the second partner to retell.

• Rotate (teacher) around the class listening 
and providing feedback.



After Reading: L=217
T=194



8.5 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Information Text Routine, Planning and Practice



What “tools” do you use?



Text Selection Tips
1. Use pictures to teach students the steps to identifying main 

idea before using the Information Text routine.
2. Begin by choosing a shorter text when first introducing the 

text structure and lesson organization to students.
3. The text might be a Read Aloud, Anthology story, Leveled 

Reader.
4. Some weeks you might use this routine with more than one 

text, other weeks, you might only use it once. 

Guide, p. X



Go back to your Core reading program planner and look for 
information text selections:



Practice Planning: 
Getting Started with Comprehension: 
Information Text Routine

1. Select an information text from your Core 
program.

2. Quickly read through the text.

3. Plan what Before, During and After Reading 
Activities you will use for that text.



Practice Planning: 
Getting Started with Comprehension: 
Information Text Routine

4. Flag the most important details in 
the text.



Practice Planning: 
Getting Started with Comprehension: 
Information Text Routine

7. Using orange, pink, blue, and yellow 
sticky notes, plan the flow of the 
lesson with student engagement.

Teacher 
prompt

Unison 
Response

Blue 
Partner

Yellow 
Partner

Detail

Detail

Listen for 
details 

about the 
Ranger



Group Practice: 
Getting Started with Comprehension: 
Information Text Routine

1. Work in a Group of 5 (one presenting and 
four acting as students).

2. Take turns walking through your story 
delivery (we do not have time for the entire 
lesson).

3. Practice using some of the active student 
engagement strategies that you have 
planned!



8.6 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Narrative Text Routine, Wrap-Up and Reflection



Getting Started with Comprehension: Information Text Routine

• First reading of the text: decoding for accuracy and basic recall 
(i.e., identifying basic text elements, such as details and main 
idea)

• Second reading of the text: deeper use of comprehension 
strategies. The teacher can use other comprehension questions 
supplied by the core reading program (e.g., words to look for in 
the questions: compare, describe, distinguish, explain, justify, 
evaluate, interpret, identify)

• Third reading of the text: fluency practice

Guide, p. X



Second Read: Deeper Use of Comprehension Strategies
1. Look in the sidebar of your Teacher’s 

Edition for the Comprehension Strategy 
and Skill support.

2. Select activities.

3. Plan active student engagement.

4. Using sticky notes, plan second read 
activities.

Unison 
Response

Blue 
Partner

Yellow 
Partner

Guide, p. X



Information Text Reflection and Discussion

• How will Information Text instruction look back in your 
classroom?

• How will your grade-level team work together to plan for 
information text instruction?

• What other questions do you have?
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