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Section 4. Vocabulary and 
Comprehension

Vocabulary: Specific Word Instruction Routine



Building Background: Why is this important?



1.Read this text to 
yourself.

2.Turn to the 
person sitting 
next to you.

3.Tell them a 
summary of 
what you read. 



How successful were you in comprehending the passage?

What were the barriers?

What were you feeling as you were reading this passage?

You must be able to read and 
understand the words in order to 

comprehend the text!



What is Vocabulary?

• Vocabulary refers to the words we must know to comprehend and 
communicate effectively.

• Instruction and intervention in language-based skills (e.g., language, 
vocabulary, and listening comprehension) should start at the very 
beginning of schooling. 

• This instruction is often a part of oral language activities in the early 
grades.
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Vocabulary Learning and Teaching

• Incidental Vocabulary Learning
– Rich Oral Language Experiences
– Wide Reading (Read-Alouds and Independent Reading)

• Intentional Vocabulary Teaching
– Specific Word Instruction
– Word-Learning Strategy Instruction

• Word Consciousness (e.g., word play)
Source: Diamond, L. & Gutlohn L.  2006.  Vocabulary Handbook.  Consortium on Reading Excellence, Inc. (CORE).



Vocabulary Instruction

• Specific word instruction should occur before reading, during
reading, and after reading. Before reading, briefly introduce 
vocabulary words and pre-teach only words that will interfere with 
comprehending the text. 

• Vocabulary specific word instruction is characterized by explicit 
conspicuous teaching that includes both contextual and 
definitional information with multiple exposures. 
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4.1 
Vocabulary: Specific Word Instruction 
Routine Components



Locate  the Vocabulary Specific Word Instruction Routine in the 
Appendix in the back of the workbook:
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Explain

Model

Practice for Students Only

Check for Understanding

Correcting Student Errors



Vocabulary: Specific Word Instruction Routine

• Materials

L=185
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exploring studying or looking into

habitat the place where a plant or animal normally 
lives or grows

protect to keep from harm, attack, or injury

tours short trips for seeing someplace

urban having to do with or located in a city



Vocabulary Planning Tools
L=280
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Guide, p. X

Paper Version: PowerPoint Version:



4.2 
Vocabulary: Specific Word Instruction 
Trainer Demonstration
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Vocabulary: Specific Word Routine

exploring looking at or studying something in a careful 
way to learn more about it

habitat the place where a plant or animal normally lives 
or grows

protect to keep from harm, attack, or injury

latch to lock or fasten

urban having to do with or located in a city



exploring looking at or studying something in a careful way to learn more about it

habitat the place where a plant or animal normally lives or grows

protect to keep from harm, attack, or injury

latch to lock or fasten

urban having to do with or located in a city

Vocabulary List
Unit X / Week X

List all 5 words with definitions and review daily! Have 
students repeat, read, or echo both the word and the 
definition.



The word is exploring. 
What’s the word?
Whisper the word.
Say the word like a robot.
Say the word in a baby voice.
What’s the word?

Clap the parts in exploring.

Exploring means…(read definition)
What does exploring mean?
Exploring means…
So, if you are looking at something to 
learn more about it, you are…what’s the 
word everyone?

ex-plor-ing
explore
explores
explored

What’s the word?

exploring
looking at or studying something in a careful way to learn more about it



These two are exploring the solar system 
by looking at the planets through the 

telescope.

Word?
Meaning?

Non-exampleExample

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it

This child is not exploring. We know that 
because they are not looking at or studying 

something to learn more about it.



This person is exploring this bird. They are 
looking at or studying it to learn more about 

it.

Word?
Meaning?

Non-exampleExample

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it

This child is not exploring. We know that 
because they are not looking at or studying 

something to learn more about it.



Exploring nature with children is a fun part of the job.

This week we are reading 
stories about park rangers.

Exploring nature with children 
is a fun part of the job.

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it Word?

Meaning?



Ever since then, he has been exploring nature with others.

This week we are reading 
stories about park rangers.

Exploring nature with children 
is a fun part of the job.

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it Word?

Meaning?



Sam and I went exploring at the park to see what we could find.

They must enjoy exploring the forest.

The children were exploring the bugs they found next to the pond.

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it

Word?
Meaning?



● I looked carefully at the dragonfly to see how many wings it has. 

● The girl put her head down on her desk and closed her eyes.

● The man ate an ice cream cone with three scoops of ice cream.  

● The class got an ant farm to study how ants live. 

 

Exploring or Not Exploring?

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it Word?

Meaning?



Yellow Partner:  Tell your partner what 
you would like to be exploring.

Blue Partner:  Tell your partner what 
you would like to be exploring.

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it Word?

Meaning?

I wish I was exploring ____________________.



Compare and contrast these vocabulary terms:

1. exploring
2. studying

Blue Partner: How are these words similar?

Yellow Partner: How are they different?

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it

Word?
Meaning?



Vocabulary Weekly Plan Example
Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3
Quick 
Introduction of 
all words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Check for 
Mastery

Text:
(e.g., Extensions)

Text:
(e.g., Review)

Text:
(e.g., Read Aloud)

Text:
(e.g., Anthology)

Text:
(e.g., Anthology)

Guide, p. X



Demonstration Reflection and Discussion

• How much time did the lesson take?
• How many times did the students say or hear the word?
• How many times did the students say or hear the definition?
• What different engagement strategies were used during the 

lesson?
• How many of the students were involved in saying and using 

the word in context?



4.3 
Vocabulary: Specific Word Instruction 
Planning and Practice
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Vocabulary Planning

Step 1: Select the word.

Step 2: Provide a student-friendly 
definition.



Word Selection

• Important: critical to understanding a text.

• Established: possess a level of knowledge for 
comprehension to be successful.

• Useful: found in many contexts. 

Carnine, Silbert, Kame’enui, Tarver, & Jungjohan (2006); 
Beck, McKeown, & Omanson (1987)



Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3

Description The most basic words

High frequency for 
mature language users 
and found across a 
variety of domains

Frequency of use is 
low, often limited to 
specific domains

Examples clock, table, desk, 
happy, work

absurd, maintain, 
fortunate

peninsula, isotope, 
isthmus

Instruction Require instruction for 
English learners

Instruction geared 
toward these words 
can be the most 
productive

Best learned when a 
specific need arises

Word Selection



Go back to your Core reading program planner and look for 
vocabulary word selections:



Word Selection
1. Look at your Core program vocabulary 

selections.
2. Are the words:
 Tier 2 words?
 Important?
 Established?
 Useful?

3. Flag the words you will use for Specific 
Word Instruction (4 steps).



Word Selection – Additional Words?
1. Look at your Core program 

texts.
2. Are there other words that are:
 Tier 2 words
 important
 established
 Useful

3. Flag the words in the text you will 
use for Specific Word Instruction.



Student-Friendly Definitions
1. Examine your Core program 

vocabulary definitions.
2. Are they student-friendly? 

Will your students 
understand the words in the 
definition?

3. Use the definition or modify 
it to make it more student-
friendly.



Student-Friendly Definitions
If you need to modify the definition or write a new definition, you can use 
Google. 
In the search bar, type in: student-friendly definition for [insert the word]



The word is exploring. 
What’s the word?
Whisper the word.
Say the word like a robot.
Say the word in a baby voice.
What’s the word?

Clap the parts in exploring.

Exploring means…(read definition)
What does exploring mean?
Exploring means…
So, if you are looking at something to 
learn more about it, you are…what’s the 
word everyone?

ex-plor-ing
explore
explores
explored

What’s the word?

exploring
looking at or studying something in a careful way to learn more about it



Steps 1 and 2: Your Turn!
Word and Student-Friendly Definition

1. Go back to the week in your Core program (where you flagged the vocabulary and 
comprehension activities).

2. Identify the Core program vocabulary words for the week. Are the words:
 Tier 2 words?
 Important?
 Established?
 Useful?

3. Flag the words you will use for Specific Word Instruction (4 steps).
4. Select ONE of these words to use for practice planning today.
3. Examine your Core program vocabulary definition. Is the definition student-friendly? 
4. Use the definition or modify it to make it more student-friendly.



Vocabulary Planning:

Step 3: Illustrate the word with examples 
and non-examples.



a. Pictures
b. Acting out the word
c. Novel sentences using the word
d. Sentences from read-aloud texts containing the 

vocabulary word
e. Sentences from student texts that contain the 

vocabulary word

Step 3:  Illustrate the word with examples and non-
examples (provide multiple contexts for the word)
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These two are exploring the solar system 
by looking at the planets through the 

telescope.

Word?
Meaning?

Non-exampleExample

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it

This child is not exploring. We know that 
because they are not looking at or studying 

something to learn more about it.



This person is exploring this bird. They are 
looking at or studying it to learn more about 

it.

Word?
Meaning?

Non-exampleExample

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it

This child is not exploring. We know that 
because they are not looking at or studying 

something to learn more about it.



Exploring nature with children is a fun part of the job.

This week we are reading 
stories about park rangers.

Exploring nature with children 
is a fun part of the job.

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it Word?

Meaning?



Ever since then, he has been exploring nature with others.

This week we are reading 
stories about park rangers.

Exploring nature with children 
is a fun part of the job.

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it Word?

Meaning?



Sam and I went exploring at the park to see what we could find.

They must enjoy exploring the forest.

The children were exploring the bugs they found next to the pond.

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it Word?

Meaning?



Step 3: Your Turn!
Provide multiple examples and context for the word.

Use 2-3 of the following to provide context:
a. Pictures
b. Acting out the word
c. Novel sentences using the word
d. Sentences from read-aloud texts containing the vocabulary 

word
e. Sentences from student texts that contain the vocabulary 

word



Vocabulary Planning:

Step 4: Check student’s understanding.



a. Ask the students questions that will prompt a complete understanding 
of the use of the vocabulary word or its meaning.

b. Ask students to generate examples or nonexamples to show that they 
understand the correct use of the vocabulary word.

c. Ask students to say a sentence that uses the vocabulary word.

NOTE: Provide a sentence frame for student responses. 
Start your answer with… [sentence frame].

Step 4:  Check Students’ Understanding
L=188
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Resource: Vocabulary Handbook (CORE)

• Diamond, L. & Gutlohn L.  2006.  Vocabulary Handbook.  
Consortium on Reading Excellence, Inc. (CORE).

http://www.corelearn.com/Products/Publications/



Step 4:  Check Students’ Understanding
Four-Square Vocabulary

Word Definition

Examples Non-Examples

Guide, p. X



Step 4:  Check Students’ Understanding
Guide, p. X

Semantic Feature Analysis

urban

What is it? What is it like?

What are some examples?

having to do with or located in a city



Practice/Check for Understanding:
Semantic Mapping and Concept Definitions

exploring

Guide, p. X



● I looked carefully at the dragonfly to see how many wings it has. 

● The girl put her head down on her desk and closed her eyes.

● The man ate an ice cream cone with three scoops of ice cream.  

● The class got an ant farm to study how ants live. 

 

Exploring or Not Exploring?

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it Word?

Meaning?



Yellow Partner:  Tell your partner what 
you would like to be exploring.

Blue Partner:  Tell your partner what 
you would like to be exploring.

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it

Word?
Meaning?

I wish I was exploring ____________________.



Compare and contrast these vocabulary terms:

1. exploring
2. studying

Blue Partner: How are these words similar?

Yellow Partner: How are they different?

exploring
looking at or studying something to learn more about it Word?

Meaning?



Step 4: Your Turn!
Check student’s understanding.

Use 2-3 activities to check student’s understanding of the word:
a. Ask the students questions that will prompt a complete 

understanding of the use of the vocabulary word or its meaning.
b. Ask students to generate examples or nonexamples to show that 

they understand the correct use of the vocabulary word.
c. Ask students to say a sentence that uses the vocabulary word.

NOTE: Provide a sentence frame for student responses. 
Start your answer with… [sentence frame].



Your Turn! Planning for Active Engagement and 
Preparing to Present

Go back and examine each step of your vocabulary word lesson and check that you 
have the following carefully planned:

 Where and how you will have all students repeating the word and student-
friendly definition multiple times (unison choral response).

 Did you have pictures selected and ready to use?
 Do you have other active engagement strategies planned (e.g., partner 

responses, graphic organizers)?
 Do you have sentence frames prepared for student responses?



Group Practice: 
Vocabulary: Specific Word Routine

1. Work in a Group of 5 (one presenting and 
four acting as students).

2. Take turns presenting your vocabulary word 
following your plan.

3. Practice using the active student 
engagement strategies that you have 
planned!



4.4 
Vocabulary: Systematic Vocabulary Review



Systematic Vocabulary Review Activities

• Vocabulary Word Wall
• Vocabulary Word Sorts

– Vocabulary Review Examples
• Vocabulary Review G
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ames
– Deal or No Deal
– Password
– 20 Questions
– Jeopardy
– Go Fish
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Examples:
• Words I can use in a sentence when I am talking about…(animals, food, school, etc.)
• Words that are a noun (person, place or thing).
• Words that are a verb (an action word).
• Words that could be used to describe the character in the story we are reading this 

week.
• Words that could be used to talk about the story we are reading this week.
• Post words and ask students to identify vocabulary words that are synonyms of these 

words.
• When a student correctly uses a vocabulary word (either orally or in their writing, they 

can put their name on a post-it flag and stick it on the vocabulary card.

Vocabulary Word Sorts 
Using the “Vocabulary Word Work” section of your Vocabulary Wall, have a different word sort 

activity every few days.
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Use vocabulary 
words to write 

sentences about:

food



More Review Activity 
Examples



Review: Fist to Heart
Write 3 vocabulary words:

1. exploring

2. protect

3. habitat

Teacher will read definition and students will hold up a finger for 
the vocabulary word.  



Review: Brain Drain
Write 4 vocabulary words:

1. habitat

2. exploring

3. urban

4. Protect

Yellow Partner: Tell your partner the definition (or a sentence using) for as many words as you know

Blue Partner: Tell your partner the definition (or a sentence using) for as many words as you know



Review: Quick write (1 min)
Write vocabulary words:

1. urban

2. habitat

3. exploring

4. protect

Write the definition for as many words as you know.

Use daily to see if they can beat their score.



4.5 
Vocabulary: Wrap-Up and Reflection



Vocabulary Weekly Plan Example
Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3
Quick 
Introduction of 
all words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Check for 
Mastery

Text:
(e.g., Extensions)

Text:
(e.g., Review)

Text:
(e.g., Read Aloud)

Text:
(e.g., Anthology)

Text:
(e.g., Anthology)

Guide, p. X



Vocabulary Reflection and Discussion

• How will Vocabulary: Specific Word Instruction look back in 
your classroom?

• How will your grade-level team work together to plan for 
vocabulary instruction?

• What other questions do you have?
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