
TM

Section 3. Vocabulary and 
Comprehension

Active Student Engagement



Building Background: Why is this important?



Reflection and Discussion

How do you actively engage your students during the ECRI 
Foundational Skills Lesson?
How do the ECRI routines engage the entire group of students?
How do the ECRI routines engage individual students?
How have the ECRI routines changed your student engagement 
during Foundational Skills lessons?



Active Student Engagement: Foundational Skills

• Students are ALL participating in multiple practice 
opportunities during the ECRI Foundational Skills lessons due 
to the ECRI routine signals (focus, cue, think time and signal for 
students to respond).

• A focus, cue, think time and signal can be used to engage 
students when the student answers are short and there is one 
EXACT correct response. For example: “What is the sound for 
the letter ’m’?”



Active Student Engagement: Vocabulary and 
Comprehension

• Student engagement is also critical during all vocabulary and 
comprehension instruction.

• Student responses during vocabulary and comprehension are 
language based, or conversational. Responses are longer and 
may differ slightly. For example, “Tell me what happened first 
in the story.”



Active Student Engagement

Routines for increasing student engagement during vocabulary 
and comprehension lessons:

• Unison Choral Response Routine
• Partner Response Routine
• Other engagement practices



3.1
Unison Choral Response Routine



Building Background: Why is this important?



Unison Choral Response Routine

• The Unison Choral Response Routine requires all students in 
the group to respond together.

• Teachers will use the Unison Choral Response Routine when 
the student response (i.e., the answer to a question) is short –
a one- or two-word response – and the same – where there is 
only one answer.



Locate  the Unison Choral Response Routine in the Appendix in 
the back of the workbook:

L=254
T=228

Explain

Model

Practice for Students Only

Check for Understanding

Correcting Student Errors



Trainer Demonstration: 
Unison Choral Response

L=254
T=228



Partner Practice: 
Unison Choral Response

L=254
T=228

Practice Questions:

1. What is the name of our school?

2. What is the name of the presenter of 
this workshop?

3. What musical group sang the 1968 hit 
“Hey Jude”?



3.2
Partner Response Routine



Building Background: Why is this important?



Partner Response Routine

• The Partner Response Routine requires all students to respond 
to questions with his or her partner.

• Teachers will use the Partner Response Routine when the 
student response (i.e., the answer to a question) is long and 
can be a different response.



Preparation for Precision Partner Work
The Teacher Assigns Partners

• Use criteria to determine partners (pair lower performing students with middle 
performing students, based on English proficiency, behavior, etc).

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10    11    12    13    14    15    16    17    18    19    20    21    22    23   24

Highest Performing ------------------->->->Middle----------------------------------------->->->  Lowest Performing

1       2       3      4      5      6      7     8       9     10    11    12

13    14    15    16    17    18    19    20    21    22    23    24

High

Middle

Middle

Low

Guide, p. X



Partners sit next to each other in assigned seats 
during instruction:

Assign each partner a name. We 
recommend using colors that 
match sticky notes used in teacher 
planning.

For instance, one partner would 
be the “blue” partner.

And the other partner would be 
the “yellow” partner.

Guide, p. X



Partners can sit side-by-side:



Partners can sit behind their partner:
Guide, p. X



In this example, the teacher 
has marked off squares for 
students to sit in next to their 
partners.

They have put the student 
names in the squares to 
indicate where students will sit 
each day.

They have left space between 
the partner groups for the 
teacher to walk while listening 
and providing feedback during 
partner talk.

Guide, p. X



Some Other Helpful Partner Logistics:
Guide, p. X

John

Diane

Matt

Tom

Dan

Jessi

Ryan

Amanda

Kevin

Carlos

Julia

Elizabeth

Theo

Staci

Becky

Jeff

Olivia

Cole

Hannah

Maria

Jacob

Ester

Sergio

Greg

Teach a routine for students to follow at the beginning of 
the lesson each day to coordinate any regrouping of 
partners based on absences:

Record partner groupings using color-
coordinated sticky notes (you can post 
according to seating chart as well):

1. Students stand up at their regular spot 
without talking (everyone who has a 
partner present is sitting).

2. The teacher partners students up with 
other students who also need a partner 
for that day’s lesson.



Locate the Partner Response Routine in the Appendix in the back of the 
workbook:

L=255
T=229

Explain

Model

Practice for Students Only

Check for Understanding

Correcting Student Errors



Trainer Demonstration: 
Partner Response Routine

L=255
T=229

For dinner last night, I had _____________.



Partner Practice: 
Partner Response Routine

L=255
T=229

Practice Questions:

1. What did you do last weekend?

2. What is your favorite vacation destination?

Last weekend I ______________________.

My favorite vacation destination is _______.



Reflection and Discussion

• What do you need to do to start planning for precision partner 
work?

• Do you need to rearrange your classroom seating?
• What behavior rules do you need to teach your students 

before precision partner work?
• When will you start practicing unison responses and precision 

partner work with your students?
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