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Element 4: Reflection

Teacher Reflection

Overall, I felt this lesson went well, and I was pleased with the students’ level of engagement and discussions.  The students seemed to enjoy the modeling, both of the teacher/student examples, and of the video clips presented.  They also answered the reflection questions with detail.

The peer groups, for the most part, worked well together and stayed on task.  Now that I know the students a bit better, I might choose to split them up differently.  

Asking questions and summarizing was difficult for some students and will require further opportunity for practice.  

Next time we practice active listening I will choose a different subject area to discuss.  For example, during this lesson the topic was what we were practicing in math, and the next time, I will choose a reading comprehension strategy to discuss.


Student Reflections  

Student reflection questions, listed in bold below, were answered independently on the Active Listening Checklist.  Below is a summary of their responses.

Did the questions the listener asked help them understand what the other person was trying to communicate?
	Many of the students answered yes, specific questions helped them to understand what was being said.  It was also noted that the speaker appreciated the listener waiting until they were done before questions were asked.
 
List two more questions that you could have asked if you were the listener?
	Various questions were listed, but two interesting questions were…
· How do you know so much about multiplicative comparison, and
· How did you learn all of your multiplication facts so well?
 
Which step appeared to be the most difficult for the listener?  Why?
	The majority of students identified, “Summarize what you heard the other person say,” as the most difficult step on the checklist.  When discussed further, the students felt this was hard for several reason.  For a few of the students, they didn’t understand what the speaker was talking about and were therefore unable to summarize.  For a few other students, they recognized that they were trying to think of questions to ask the speaker, so they didn’t pay close attention to what was being said.  And for a few other students, they reported not being able to summarize, because that is not something they feel that they are good at yet.
 
As the listener, what could you have done differently?
	For most of the students, they felt that they needed to do a better job of paying attention to what was said rather than thinking about what they were going to say.


