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Process for each phase: 
1. National and international review (WestEd)

2. Stakeholders help frame the design features

3. Content subcommittee members selected thru 
statewide application, name blind/merit-based 
process 

4. Subcommittees worked on revisions for four 
months

5. National experts in each content area review 
subcommittee recommendations



Process for each phase: 
6. Subcommittees take expert review under 

advisement

7. First drafts shared with public for feedback 
(public meeting and online opportunities)

8. Subcommittees process public feedback

9. National experts on standards review and polish 
for second draft (CRESST - National Center for 
Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student 
Testing)



Standards Revision Process:
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Important Features
 End in Mind (a prepared graduate) 

threaded through to Preschool

 Seamless P-13 expectations based 
on these competencies, grade by 
grade

 Mastery based

 21st century skills/PWR embedded



Old vs. New

Old
1. Many standards
2. List of content
3. Broad/Vague
4. Grade Spans
5. Wish list heavy

New
1. Fewer
2. Concepts & Skills
3. Specific
4. Grade level /HS
5. Essentials
6. 21st century/PWR
7. Early Childhood



21st Century Skills
 Critical Thinking and Reasoning

 (cause and effect, analysis, logic)
 Information Literacy

 (knowledge acquisition, source discernment,  system 
management) 

 Collaboration
 (synergy, team resourcing, leadership for new knowledge)

 Self-direction
 (persistence, adaptability, work ethic, initiative)

 Invention
 (creativity, innovation)



Postsecondary  & 
Workforce Ready

Learning & Behavior 
Skills

Content Knowledge

Social Studies 
& Social 
Sciences
• Social, cultural, 
historical concepts
• Interpret sources, 
evaluate evidence, 
build conceptual 
frameworks
• Civic responsibility & 
political process
• Interpret from a 
global perspective

Arts & 
Humanities
• Shaping of culture
• Instruments of social 
& political thought
• Awareness of 
innovators

Science
• Scientific method
• Draw conclusions
• Core concepts of 
disciplines
• Scientific concepts 
can be challenged

Literacy
• Read with 
understanding & 
write coherently
• Employ English 
properly & 
fluently
• Use logic & 
rhetoric
• Access primary & 
secondary sources

Find and Use 
Information  & 

IT

Creativity & 
Innovation

Collaboration

Critical 
Thinking & 
Problem 
Solving

Civic 
Responsibility

Communication

Personal 
Responsibility

Global & 
Cultural 

Awareness

Work Ethic 

Mathematical 
Sciences
• Be quantitatively literate
• Algebraic & geometric 
principles
• Problem solving
• Data & statistics

10



Background

 Research based
 WestEd and the Colorado Department of Education 

collaborated to gather research both nationally and 
internationally

 Inclusive
 Educators, citizens, higher education, business and 

industry members

 Transparent
 All can see updates, notes, and deliberations



Geri Anderson
Colorado Community College System 

Gary Barbosa
Lockheed Martin Space Systems 

Jonathan Bergmann
Park High School 

Charlotte Brantley
Clayton Early Learning

Precious Broadnax
Roosevelt Edison Charter School 

Reeves Brown
Club 20 

Sharon Davarn
BOCS 

Bill De La Cruz
Colorado Department of Education 

Standards Review Stakeholders
Mike Miles

Harrison School District 

Keith Owen
Durango School District 

Brian Printz
Fountain-Ft. Carson School District 

Karin Reynolds
Academy School District 20 

Susan Ryder
Estes Park 

Roger Sampson
Education of Commission of the States 

Diana Sirko
Aspen School District 

Bev Tarpley
Cheyenne Mountain Schools 

Carol Eaton
Jefferson County District R-1 

Bill Esterbrook
Pagosa Springs School District 

Roger Felch
Castle View High School 

Booker Graves
Colorado Workforce Development 

Andrew Keck
Western State College 

Bill Kurtz
Denver School of Science & Technology 

Ginger Maloney
Denver University 



We needed everyone at the table!



We needed everyone at the table!



The TYPES of Outreach
Meetings
Surveys

Listening Tours
Focus Groups

Joint Regional Mtgs
Webinars

Standards Content
Review

*  West Ed
*  Stakeholders
*  Subcommittees
*  National expert review  

(Content and standards 
development)

*  Regional feedback

Structure Decisions
*  Definitions
*  Grade by Grade
*  Placement of 21st

century skills and
technology

*  Template

SB 212
Regional Joint SBE/DHE
Meetings



254 Coloradans served 
on subcommittees

8000 Log 
in edits or 

tour 
comments 

for all 
three 

phases

Public feedback 
tour in 20+ cities Collaboration with 

ECE and Higher Ed

19 CDE Staff Members

220 working meetings by reviewers, 
subcommittee members, policy leaders
Half of these meetings were more than 8 

hours long each....

23 
Stakeholders

CEA, CASB, CASE,
C-DHE

Updates and 
Feedback

8 District 
Advisory 
members

15 National Content and 
Alignment Reviewers

186,258+ miles traveled by 
subcommittee members
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Transparent
 CDE Website 

 Meeting dates and locations posted
 Featured notes from subcommittee and 

stakeholder meetings  
 Gap Analysis’ posted
 Drafts posted

 Press releases
 SCOOP
 Meetings open to the public



Subcommittee Chair: 
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World Languages
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Social Studies
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Science
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Reading, Writing, and Communicating
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Comprehensive Health and Physical Education 
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Arts: Visual Arts
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Subcommittee Chair 
Mary Schuttler

Subcommittee Members 
Don Cochran 
Doug Hinkle 
Gary Holder 
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Jay Seller 
Erica Skelcey

Arts: Drama and Theatre
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