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Established in 
2004/05 the Colorado 
Indian Education 
Foundation  is a 
Denver based 
nonprofit organization 
that provides 
educational 
opportunities and 
scholarships to 
American Indians 
attending school in the 
State of  Colorado.  
  



CIEF is made possible by committed 
individuals who envision a greater awareness of  
Colorado’s American Indian heritage and 
culture, and acknowledge the need for resources 
for American Indian students in the State of  
Colorado.  

2014 



  

• For the past ten years the program 
has raised more than $100,000 in 
scholarships.   

 
• The program raises funds when 

Colorado residents purchase the 
specialty American Indian Scholars 
License Plate ($25 plus registration 
fee). 
 

• The Rocky Mountain Indian 
Chamber of  Commerce administers 
the certificate program in 
collaboration with CIEF. 

 



• In 2013, CIEF 
contributed to the 
Increasing Opportunities 
for Native American 
Students Conference in 
Denver.   

 
• The survey/data was 

collected by the Equity 
Assistance Center Region 
VIII Metropolitan State 
University of  Denver 



2013 American Indian Scholarship Recipients  



MOA for American Indian 
Scholars Plates Renewed in 

2015 
 



• Visit the website for additional 
information: www.coief.org  

• Send an email to: info@coief.org 
• Follow us on: Facebook @ Colorado 

Indian Education Foundation 
  
  

CIEF Tax ID #84-1430326 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.valleycentral.com/uploadedimages/wfxl/News/facebookIconSmall.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.valleycentral.com/news/socmed.aspx&usg=__5SzXP08Ku3y68p-bgIRb7lmQ4Nw=&h=14&w=14&sz=1&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&tbnid=O6RqZBEVQCQB8M:&tbnh=14&tbnw=14&ei=xlgYUL2qO6LY6wGK94H4CA&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsmall%2Bfacebook%2Bicon%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1
http://www.coief.org/
mailto:info@coief.org
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The Mission of  the Denver American Indian Commission is to 
enhance present and future communications between the 
Denver American Indian Community and the City and County 
of  Denver, to advocate for social and cultural awareness and 
to promote economic and political equality. 

 

 

Main Strategic Goal: To increase the 
visibility and awareness of American 
Indians in the Denver metro area by 
improving the American Indian 
quality of life and promoting positive 
concepts of American Indian heritage 
and culture. 

 



Commissioners with Tribal Affiliations 
 

 Derek Brown (Dine’) 
 Stella Carrasco (Sicangu Lakota) 
 Benito Concha (Taos Pueblo) 
 Daryle Conquering Bear Crow (Oglala Lakota) 
 Maymangwa Flying Earth (Lakota, Ojibwe, Akimel O’odham) 
 Co-Chair Elicia Goodsoldier (Navajo Nation/Spirit Lake Dakota) 
 Niabi Hart (Sac & Fox) 
 Kimimila Locke (Ahtna Dine, Hunkpapa Lakota & White Earth 

Ojibwe) 
 Gemma Lockhart (Rosebud Sioux Tribe) 
 Co-Chair Richard R Martel (Canadian Cree) 
 Michelle Perez (Santa Ynez Band of  Chumash Indians) 

 



Events, Conferences, 
Film Series, 
 



Indigenous Film Series @ DMNS  
Every second Wednesday 6:30-8:00pm 

Monthly meetings take place during the second, Wednesday of each month from 5:00pm to 
6:00pm Denver Museum of Nature & Science (DMNS), 2001 Colorado Blvd, Denver 

80205.  Right after each meeting the DAIC is proud to present the monthly 2015 Indigenous 
Film Series @ DMNS: films start at 6:30pm, with the doors opening at 6:00pm and end time 

between 7:45 – 8:30pm.  The format will be a film screening followed by discussion with 
the audience.  Free and open to the public.     





 
Pathways to Respecting American Indian 

Civil Rights  
July 9, 2015 



One Gathering Skate for Life  
July 18, 2015 



American Indian 
& Alaska Native 

Economic Impact 
Report  

July 28, 2015  



Colorado American Indian and Alaska Native Economic Impact Report 
 
 The DAIC, in partnership with the Colorado Commission of Indian Affairs, 

the Rocky Mountain Indian Chamber of Commerce, and other partners, 
conducted a study the magnitude of positive economic impact made by 
American Indians and Alaska Natives in the State of Colorado.  

 
 This report is the first in the nation designed to estimate economic 

impacts from not only tribes' activities, but from all Native owned and 
Native serving entities in a state. 
 

 Colorado benefits from a $1.2B in economic activity, nearly $500M in 
wages, and nearly 9,300 jobs that it would not otherwise have. Including 
the direct revenue and employees, those numbers move to over $2B in 
economic activity and over 16,000 jobs… 



The DAIC wants to establish Indigenous 
Peoples Day on the 2nd Monday of October.  

• Denver is a vibrant and diverse 
community that is located on the 
ancestral homelands of 48 tribes, and 
currently the City of Denver is home to 
descendants of the Cheyenne, Lakota, 
Kiowa, Navajo, and approximately 100 
other tribal nations  

• Recently, the cities of Seattle, 
Minneapolis, and Saint Paul have 
recognized Indigenous Peoples Day 

• DAIC firmly believes that the positive 
outcomes of recognizing Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day in the City & County of 
Denver will be: 

Just over three weeks ago the Denver City Council unanimously voted 
to adopt a proclamation declaring October 12, 2015 as Indigenous 
Peoples Day in the City of Denver. This proclamation is intended to 
bring attention to and celebrate the contributions of indigenous people 
to our great City and Country. 



Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
Denver – October 12th 2015  



For further information about and the purpose of 
the DAIC Commission, visit their website at 
http://www.denvergov.org/NativeAmerican or  

follow us on  

 
Denver American Indian Commission 
 
Darius Lee Smith (Dine’) 
Staff Liaison  
(720) 913-8459 work 

darius.smith@denvergov.org 
 

  Thank you!   
 

 

http://www.denvergov.org/NativeAmerican
mailto:darius.smith@denvergov.org
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